THE  REVOLUTION
a 'cabal',  These prejudices against the organization of parties
persisted up to the end of the Revolution.
In conformity with the desires expressed in the cahiers, the
Assembly debated and voted a Constitution. This was the first
time that the Government had been regulated by a formal docu-
ment, and since that time France has never ceased to have a written
Constitution, like the United States. The 'Declaration of the Rights
of Man and the Citizen' prefixed to it, in imitation of the Ameri-
cans, was merely a theoretical expression of the Assembly's senti-
ments, having no force of law; it could not, as in the United States,
be invoked in a court of law and never had any force beyond that
of a profession of principles.
The Constitution preserved the hereditary monarchy, but set
limits to the power of the king in accordance with the formula
of the 'separation of powers' brought into fashion by Montesquieu
and introduced into the Constitution of the United States. The
Assembly exercised the 'legislative power', while the king retained
the 'executive power', together with the right to annul a decision
of the Assembly by refusing it his sanction - a power known as
the veto, a Latin term revived in imitation of American usage.
In this first stage the Revolution met with little opposition save
from the privileged and high-born classes - the nobles and prelates
who were affected by the abolition of privileges or dissatisfied
because the Assembly had refused to create an upper chamber of
nobles on the English model, As regards popular sentiment,
antagonism was as yet directed against privilege only; the parti-
sans of equality called themselves 'patriots' (a name signifying, at
that time, love of the public weal) and nicknamed theif opponents
the 'aristocrats*. Acts of violence had already started, and the
cry of 'les arutos & la lantern* was heard, some of them being hanged
on the street lamps. Many nobles retired abroad in alarm or
anger, among them the king's two brothers, thus starting the
'emigration'.
JORGANIZ ATION   OF   THE   NEW   REGIME
In suppressing privileges the Assembly had at the same time
abolished all established powers within the realm - those of the
intendants and governors, judicial and financial offices, the Parle-
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